
   
 

   
 

Upper Makefield Sunoco Pipeline Leak Timeline 

 

May 10, 2022 – Bucks County Courier Times reports resident concerns over a repair to the 

pipeline. Residents cite concern over potential disastrous side effects from a mistake in 

the repair but are primarily concerned with sound. 

May 2022 – Energy Transfer, Sunoco Parent, executes a repair process called “sleeving” to 

reinforce the walls of the pipeline in Upper Makefield. Later analysis would reveal that 

this action lead to improper seal around the sleeved portion resulting in leakage. 

September 2023 – First report of petroleum smell in water by resident. Further reports of smells 

would be made throughout 2024 but were not attributed to the pipeline at that time. 

January 9-23, 2025 – PA Department of Environmental Protections (DEP) inspected wells and 

well water in homes that reported petroleum smells.  

January 31, 2025 – Sunoco notifies PHMSA’s National Response Center of a leak, detailing the 

release of 156 barrels of jet fuel. 

February 6, 2025 – Meeting conducted by Upper Makefield Township (video link here). Purpose 

was to hear from residents regarding the issue and confront representatives from Energy 

Transfer. 

February 8, 2025- Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to PHMSA 

requesting a suspension of flow of all petroleum  

February 13, 2025 – Energy Transfer notifies DEP of their Act 2 Intent to Remediate, a 

formalized commitment to address leaks of harmful substances into the environment. 

Meeting conducted by Upper Makefield Township (video link here) to discuss the Act 2 

actions by Energy Transfer. 

February 13, 2025 – PHMSA issues Notice of Proposed Safety Order to Energy Transfer. 

February 18, 2025 – DEP issues formal Notice of Violation to Energy Transfer. 

February 25, 2025- Letter from Senator Santarsiero to energy transfer requesting more 

information and that they shutdown the pipeline for a full investigation. 

February 27, 2025 - Meeting conducted by Upper Makefield Township (video link here) 

March 19, 2025- Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to PHMSA 

requesting a representative be present to answer residents' questions at upcoming 

meetings.  

March 19, 2025- Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to DEP writing to 

follow-up on the issues of a pump and treat operation and the issue concerning MTBE 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/2022/05/11/upper-makefield-sunoco-pipeline-project-jacobs-creek-washington-crossing-flooding-delaware-river/65352251007/
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/vNOrn_m5Xk9aa_rCiIUhvShuRa9opWn3/playlists/11249/media/932209
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sen.-Santarsiero-and-Rep.-Warren-letter-to-PHMSA-2-8-25.pdf
https://files.dep.state.pa.us/RegionalResources/SERO/SEROPortalFiles/Community%20Info/UpperMakefield/nir-glenwood-drive-and-walker-road-umt.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/vNOrn_m5Xk9aa_rCiIUhvShuRa9opWn3/playlists/11249/media/933578
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Senator-Santarsiero-Feb-27-2025-Letter-to-Energy-Transfer.pdf
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/vNOrn_m5Xk9aa_rCiIUhvShuRa9opWn3/playlists/11249/media/936382
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sen.-Santarsiero-and-Rep.-Warren-letter-to-PHMSA-3-19-2025.pdf
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Sen.-Santarsiero-and-Rep.-Warren-letter-to-PA-DEP-3-19-2025.pdf


   
 

   
 

March 11, 2025 - Meeting conducted by Upper Makefield Township (video link here) 

April 30, 2025 – PHMSA and Energy Transfer sign consent agreement outlining required 

remediation actions.       

May 6, 2025 – Energy Transfer announces a recovery well installation work plan, intending to 

recover the jet fuel spilled into the ground.  

May 9, 2025 – DEP approves an Interim Remedial Action Plan, put forth by Energy 

Transfer/Sunoco. The plan lays out a process of “LNAPL recovery (e.g., bailing, 

absorbent socks, passive skimming) or total phase extraction using a vacuum” through a 

series of wells. 

June 18, 2025- Letter from Steve Santarsiero and Representative Warren to DEP, asking 

Environmental Protection to act in response to Sunoco’s delay in implementation of 

remediation efforts. 

July 15, 2025 – Meeting between DEP and Residents. Energy Transfer releases plan for location 

of monitoring wells.  

August 11, 2025 – Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to PHMSA 

requesting complete shutdown of the pipeline and transparent communication about 

anomalies in the sleeve inspections.  

September 2, 2025 – Energy Transfer submits Interim-Site-Characterization-Report.  

September 9, 2025 – DEP Status meeting, recording here. 

September 11, 2025 – PHMSA Issues warning letter to Energy Transfer for failing to allow 

PHMSA inspectors to take photos of investigation information in compliance with the 

consent order.  

September 15, 2025 – Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to PHMSA 

reiterating concerns from August 11, 2025 letter.  

October 17, 2025 – Letter from Senator Santarsiero and Representative Warren to PA DEP citing 

concerns with Energy Transfers Interim Site Characterization Report.  

November 5, 2025 – Site visit with PHMSA Administrator Paul Roberti in Mt. Eyre 

neighborhood and Taylorsville Road repair location. 

December 12, 2025 – DEP Status meeting, recording here. 

 

 

https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/vNOrn_m5Xk9aa_rCiIUhvShuRa9opWn3/playlists/11249/media/936382
http://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Glenwood-Dr-Well-Installation.05.06.2025.pdf
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/DEP-Approval-of-Interim-Remedial-Action-Plan.pdf
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Sen.-Santarsiero-and-Rep.-Warren-letter-to-PA-DEP-6-18-2025.pdf
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Tax-Parcel-Map-with-well-names.pdf
https://www.senatorstevesantarsiero.com/senator-santarsiero-and-representative-warren-call-on-federal-agency-to-take-action-on-upper-makefield-pipeline/
https://uppermakefield.incidentupdates.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2025/09/02.-Interim-Site-Characterization-Report-09-02-2025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u-JhzA4zB6g&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
https://uppermakefield.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Sen.-Santarsiero-and-Rep.-Warren-letter-to-PHMSA-9-15-2025-CORRECTED-1.pdf
https://www.senatorstevesantarsiero.com/senator-santarsiero-and-representative-warren-to-pa-dep-citing-concerns-with-energy-transfers-interim-site-characterization-report/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CBA4M5Ef2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ROJvlcgplB4&t=3s

